Fast Facts

Grave robbing was a
problem when West Hill was
bt so the keeper in the
lodge had a viclous dog to
help protect the graves of
those recently buried.

In medieval times travelors 8
stopped to pray for a safe

journey or to give thanks for
a sale arrival at the churches 3
of St James and St Giles,
which are on the major

routes out of Winchester,

When a gravedigger at

St James was excavating new graves near the west wall,
he found skulls with a Government stamp on the head.
These were convicts who were hanged and had their
bodies used for dissection.

During the French Revolution, up to 1000 French
priests took refuge in Winchester and were buned near
St James cemetery, an area obliterated when the railway
was brought in during the 1840s.

Until an Act was passed in 1823, those who commitied
suicide were buried in a public highway with a stake
driven though them. The Act drected that instead they
could be buried in the churchyard
but only in the restricted time
period of between 9pm and

~ midnight and without the usual
church rites.

St John's is on the Pilgrims Way
between Winchester and
Canterbury. Nearby s Beggars
Lane where the poor used to wait
for alms from pilgrims.

his Trail is around the graveyards,
cemeteries and churches of
Winchester to uncover the stories
they hold. The trail will take visitors
to different, less frequented corners of the city,
providing an insight into the city, its inhabitants,
history and attitudes to death, memory and
memorials.

There is no set route, but it would take approximately
three hours to wisit all the sites ksted.

Places on Route
Nunnaminster
Cathedral
Winchester College
St Maurice

St Lawrence

St Petroc
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Nunnaminster

These coflins were found during excavanons, the eariest of
which date from the13th Century. Some aro of cxtremedy high
quaity, being made from a single siab of stone or marble. Note
the interesting ways the coffins on display have been cut wath
niches for the head. The old Nunnaminster was buik in 10th
century on land King Alfred had granted to his wale, Eahswith,

The oniginal buikding that housed the community of nuns was a
wooden construction, but these ruins are of the replacement

stone buliing.
Cathedral

During the: Miidie Ages, the Cathedral had a virtual monopoly o0
burials in the city and suburbis. From the 15th century there wese
occasional burials at other churches bt they had kttle land for
graveyards until the Plague coused massive depopulation In the
city, The coves picture by Prosser shows how many graves used
10 be hevn, In the 19th century the gravestones were cleared, as
n many cies, because graveyards had become overcrowded
and unhygenic.

Winchester College

Winchester College was founded i the 14th century by the
Bishop of Winchester 1o educate boys 1o replace the many
educated prests kiled by the Piague. Inside the College are
chapsels, dowsters and tranqud memorial gardens dedicated Lo the
memory of the many former pupés who died in the Crimea, Boer
and the First and Second World Wars, amongst othess.

Look out for the gravestones in the povement,
These and the tower are all that are left of this medieval

parish Church,
St Lawrence

This medieval church was bult on the ste of Wiliam the

Conqueror's palace. It never had a graveyard, but there are
many interesting gravestones and memorials inside.

Please be respectful when visiting the
locations mentioned on this trail.

Health & Safety and Disclaimers

Please note that St Petroc's graveyard is situated in a
private garden, and as such can only be viewed from the
public road.

Some of the sites may present access difficulties to
visitors who use wheelchairs, have pushchairs, restricled
mobility or who are visually impaired. Please be aware that
paths in graveyards and cemeteries are often uneven, and
care should be taken when vistting the locations in this
leaflet. Care should also be taken when crossing roads.
No responsibiity will be accepted log injury or accidems
related to this trad,

Whilst every effort has be made to ensure the accuracy of
information, details may change and responsibiity cannot
be accepted for erors, omissions or subsequent
alerations. No part of this leafiet can be reproduced
without the prnor, written consent of the owner.
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Interesting people buried in the City

West Hill

Inspector Tanner flocation near the ralings on the right
of the cemetery).

This is probably the grave of inspector Tanner who gained
fame for his arrest of Franz Muller, who murdered Mr
Thomas Briggs on board a London train in Hackney in
1864. He was found on the track with serious head injuries,
from wiwch he later died. Both hes hat and his pocket watch
were stolen, but it was the hat which provided the vital clue!
In his hurry the murderer had put on Mr Briggs' hat instead
of his own, leaving his hat ot the scene of the crime. The
hat was so unusual in design that it enabled him to be
traced, but he had aready made his escape to America.
Tanner caught a quicker ship and was waiting 1o arrest him
when he amived. He went on trial at the Old Bailey and was
executed in Newgate in November 1864,

Cathedral
Green

Thomas Thetcher
was a Grenadier who
died on 12th May 1764
aged 26 from drinking
small beer when hot.
People would drink
small beer nstead of
water because it was
considered safer.
However, it was likely
that Thatcher died
because the small beer
he drank was watered
down, and therefore
may have contained
contaminated water,

Thomas Thatcher s grave

Original map removed
for Copyright Reasons

st Stames

St James

Paul Atkinson (His grave is No 104 behind the
mausolewn), born 1655, was a priest who worked in
London. He was denounced as a Catholic priest to the
authorities by a servant and imprisoned in London but was
s0 successlul at converting fellow inmates that he was sent
1o Hurst Castle in the Solent. He was kept there for the next
30 years until he died n 1729. He was bured at St James
with great pomp. He was the last of the so-caled 'priests in
chains’ who were imprisoned for ther faith,

Mary Neil (Grave No 381 to the night of the mausoleum,
near the wal), She was a black slave, brought back from
the West Indies by plantation owners Arthur and Eleanor
Ned. She was buned on 14th January 1803 and her
‘owners” were buried close by. She was a slave for 30
years, 15 of which she lved in Winchester.

Mary Farquharson (buried in the grave with kon raiings
near the entrance). Mary Farquharson died in 1829 and
her husband Capt Farquharson had the wall and lodge
buit. Because he was not a Catholic, he was not allowed
to be buried with his wife and so chose the closest spot
to her in the new Cemetery (West Hill) for his burial, He
was buried in 1843 in a huge vault at the extreme top
corner. In 1983, a parish priest was moved by the story
and wanted 1o reunite them but the vault had disappeared
with road widening!

.

Funerary architecture - different styles of gravestones -
skabs, chest tombs, triangular, obelisks, celtic style,
scrolled, neo-classical,

+ Symbols on the stones, such as urms, roses,
passion-flowers, grapes, angels and winged cherubs.

*  Miitary graves. There are military graves at St Giles,
St James and West Hill

*  Lettering and script - Latin text, Old English,
copperplate and classical,

«  Flora and fauma - cemeleries are green oases in the
middle of cities and often afford lovely views as well,

«  Finally! Epitaphs - there are many beautiful epitaphs
in these cemeteries. Take a moment Lo read some of
them. What would yours be?

St Bartholomew

In the 18th century John Mellor, claimed to find Alired's skeleton

at Hyde Abbey and had it reburied under a simple stab in the
graveynrd of this medieval church, Thevre are some beausiful medieval
carved stone capitals inside the church on the window siis.

Hyde Abbey

King Alfred deed in 901 and was onginally buried in St Peter’s
Abbey, His body was reburied at Hyde when the Abbey maved
there in 1110, His actual tomb has been lost but has been the
subject of much debate over the centuries. Make sure you ook out
for the glass etching of the Abbey and the slabs marking the kely
burial places of Alired and his family .

St John the Baptist

This is the pidest parish church in Winchester, in an area known as
the Soke, meaning suburb. It stands in the middie of an impartant

Note the benefactors board on the night side of the church.

This graveyard garden is all that survives of the medieval church
of St Petroc, which was demolshed in 1864. The graveyard is
now the property of ST Lawrence.

By the 18307, the churchyards m Winchester were lul, so a
commercial company was set up to bukd West HE Cemetery with
# Chapel for the Church of England and another for dissenters.
These were both demolshed i the 1930s. The Cematery was ful
by 1918 and fed in to disrepair untl taken over by the City Council
m 1952, Look around you, there is a rich vatiety of Victorian
gravestones and scuptures as well as some intersting epitaphs!

This graveyard is all that remains of the medieval church of St
James, which became disused after the plague and disappeared.
In the lte 16th Century & acquired a new usa as a Roman
Catholc Cemetery. which was unusual at this time because it was
ibegal to be a Catholic, and burials therefore. presented a problem
10 the authorities.

Plague Monument

4th century Romano-British cemetery. It is worth looking at the walk

St Glles Hl has been used for burials for thousands of years. The
eatfest known, on Magdaien Down, are from the Bronze Age. There
are also recoeds of Roman and Saxon femains on and near the hil,



